Newsletter Dedicated To All Personal Computers 


“the HACKER” is an official publication 
of the Timex/Sinclair User Group of 


Las Vegas-a non profit, educational | 3 y ANOTHER 
organization. Subscription to the EN E f y SLETTER 
“HACKER” is $15.00 per year (12 J N NEWSLETT 
issues) and inciudes membership to nh PAREAN 9 EDITOR 
TSUG of LV. Please remit to: TURNS OVER 

Raiph Hammer(treasurer) 

2105 Oakwood Ave. 2. DUTIES 

Las Vegas, NV 89030 snag Bi “> FOR NEED 

<5" OF REST 


Vernon Smith, Editor of one _. 
of the best newsletters around 
(CATS), has decided to hang up his 
editors hat and take a weil deserved 


rest. His reason for leaving the post 
of editor-in-chief was mainly due to 
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ee time consuming duties and hours of 
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MRE for the long hard duties that are 
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EDITORS COMMENTS------- PAGE 8 readers. Vernon will be missed as editor 


of one of the best newsletters 
around. The duties will be taken over 
by Tim Swenson. Vernon will 
however be available to assist Tim 
with the duties of publishing the 
newletter and lend his expertise to 
the tasks that are needed. 

Although Vernon will no longer be 
the editor, he will however be the 
publisher. Tim will have total control 
of the contents and format of the 
- publication. Thus providing a more 
timely newsletter, which is important 
for meeting notices and other time 
sensitive matters. 

Vernon will be missed as editor 
but you can rest assure that the 


style of the CATS N/L will remain the 


same as far as the format goes. His 
ideas will still be seen as well as being 
felt. 

Vernon, take a break, you deserve 
it. Now that summer's here, go fishing. 
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2 NEW RELEASES FROM 
##> RMG ENTERPRISES <## 

HERE ARE 2 NEW RELEASES FROM THE 
WRITING TEAM OF JEAN AND BRANSON 
WILCOX. We hope that you wili give, 
them a try and help support our 
2068 software producers! 


mm" 
© 1985 BRANSON WILCOX 
Remember the old dice poker game? 
Here is a great rendition of it for 
you to run on your 2068. 
Introductory priced ats 
ONLY #122. 905 plus 62. PH 
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This one is for all of you TAROT 
card enthusiasts. I really have not. 


seen a better program of its type 
for the 2068. It is fun to get 
your readings done by THE AMAZING 
CLIVE from his TAROT cards! 
Also introductory priced at: 
ONLY ®4242.Q5 plus 62 PH 


RMG ENTERPRISES 
1419 1/2 7TH STREET 


OREGON CITY, OR 97045 
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ammm Sierra Nevada Airways m ONA 
GRAND CANYON 
THE ULTIMATE TOUR EXPERIENCE 
SAVE $0," PER PERSON OFF OUR NORMAL PRICE 


Tour includes pickup/dropoff at your hotel. Air tour of Grand Canyon aboard 
our aircraft, land at the Grand Canyon Airport for a 3 1/2 hour land tour 
along the South Rim of the Grand Canyon, including a stop at one of the 
beautiful lodges for lunch. This 6 hour tour normally departs at 10:30 am 
returning to Las Vegas at 4:30 pm. Call us anytime 24 hours per day to 

l arrange your 


GRAND CANYON ULTIMATE EXPERIENCE 


==) 736-6770 


MasterCard 
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CHRIS FENN 


A HANDS-ON REVIEW 
OF PSION’S NEW 
MC400 LAPTOP 


The new PSION MC400 is a 
hybrid notebook sized “Mobile 
Computer” as PSION prefers to call 
them. Their design reflects the 
culmination of new technologies 
developed by PSION and many other 
companies. The high contrast display 
was developed by Hitachi utilising a 
new Retardation film process. The 
solid state drives (SSD's) were 
developed with Intel. Microsoft 
played a major role in developing tne 
file handling for the SSD's. Texas 
Instruments helped with their 
Specialties; voice & ASIC chips. 
Maxim of Santa Clara developed the 
logic power control chips. 

PSION orchestrated all of this to 
produce a notebook computer quite 
different from anything produced 
before. The machine itself is a smart 
(almost organic) looking charcoal 
grey unit, set up in a traditional 
clamshell case. It weighs a mere 4.5 
lbs but sports a full size screen 
and keyboard. The design 
promotes a good grip on the machine. 
There is a handle included though if 
you wish to attach it. 

SCREEN: The display is a high 
contrast 640 x 400 non-backlit 


black and white unit with a 
generous viewing angle. It’s not as 
vibrant as Toshiba's backlit 1000 
SE, nor is it as sharp as the Mac 
Portable, but itis very good 
indeed, I didn't experience losing my 
cursor too often. The display must 
be a large contributing factor to the 
MC400's long projected battery 
life. The MC400 has an advertised 
battery life of 60 hours, although 
that's a little optomistic. The quick 
change battery compartment is 
designed to hold eight "AAT 
batteries, and you can order a 
spare or a ni-cad battery pack. 
The MC400 is designed to survive a 
battery pack change without losing 
it's wits or files. 

KEYBOARD: The keyboard is a full 
sized unit with 61 keys ina 
sculpted layout. The ENTER key is 
a nice big one. The BACKSPACE, 
SHIFT and CONTROL keys are 
all double sized. The CURSOR keys 
are located in the lower right-hand 
corner. The ALT Key is replaced by a 
special PSION key. 

In addition there are eight small 
utility keys placed on the upper right 
of the keyboard. I found the 
Keyboard superior to many 
desk-bound machines. The one 
glaring anomaly I've found is the 
positioning of the quote symbol on 
the shifted "2" key (go figure?). They 
did include a nice little spot at the 
front of the keyboard to rest the 
palms of your hands..ahh! 

TOUCHPAD: While the keyboard is 


a pleasure to use, the Touchpad is 
there to keep you from having to 
use it. The Touchpad is a pressure 
sensitive grid that 

sits directly behind the keys. It's 
intended use is much the same as 
with a mouse, you drag your finger 
accross the grid while a 
corresponding arrow moves along the 
display. You then select files or 
menu options by pressing a little 
harder. This feature does take a 

little getting used to, but it is worth 
the effort. I do prefer the embedded 
roller ball that’s built into the new 
Portable Mac but I wouldn't 
welcome the additional weight. There 
are many Keyboard combinations 
that let you bypass the TOUCHPAD 
too; “PSION key” + ~)” will open 
yor selected window to full size, 
“PSION key” + “ESC” iconises your 
window etc.. 

PORTS: The MC400 comes with 4 
SSD cartridge ports built-in. You 
can use ROM, RAM or FLASH 
memory. These “Solid State Disks” 
come in different capacities I've 
heard the ROM and the FLASH SSD's 
will be available in up to 2 MEG 
sizes. So far I've only seen RAM 
advertised ina 128K cartridge (not 
enough for me to consider), but I 
imagine it won't be long before 
larger capacities are offered. 

The FLASH memory is Intel's 
own design. While FLASH is currently 
offered only for PSION’s MOBILE 
COMPUTER line, Inte! has high 
hopes for this new product and it 
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won't be long before it's utilised in 
other computers and equipment. 

FLASH cartridges can be written to 
with data and it retains it's 
information with no electrical 
current. Once full they can be 
electrically erased with a command; 
as opposed to an EPROM cartridge 
which has to be exposed to a lengthy 
UV light bath to erase. 

Intel has also made a recent 
announcement that they were going 
to cut FLASH memory prices by a 
good margin which may put FLASH 
memory in the same price niche as 
RAM. 

BAYS: The MC400 includes two 
bays in the back of the machine 
for modular expansion. They are 
concealed so nicely you can hardly 
see them. One of them holds the 
SERIAL/PRINTER module. The 
printer output is standard parallel. 
The SERIAL takes a special round 
plug similar to MAC cables only 
larger. The modules are designed for 
quick change or access. There isa 
2400 baud modem module available 
now, along with the VOICE digitiser 
module. Future gizmo’'s include a 
FAX module, and a BEEPER module. 
I'd like to see a future AppleTalk 
module to be able to access the 
network and printers at my work. 

DIARY: The DIARY is a nicely 
thought-out program where you 
keep your schedule and daily 
information including alarms. You 
can have the program search out 
free time according to your set 


criteria. You can view a 3 month 
calendar, a 3 week view and a daily 
view. You can save audio entries to 
be played back from here too. 
ALARM: The ALARM program 
will let you set simple daily alarms 
for . 
reminders. It will accept voice/sound 
input also. You can even set your 
alarms to skip the weekends. The 
regular sound of the ALARM 
program is a musical note scale that 
reminds me of an ice cream truck. It 
is plenty loud enough to wake me up 
or hear it from across the room. 
DATABASE: The database is a 
preconfigured cardfile type. Each 
record can be fairly large allowing 
you to store whole letters if you 
wish. The FIND function allows 
you to narrow down your selection of 
records to the key word you want to 
find, that way it will group only the 
the records that contain your word. 
Database includes several 
IMPORT/EXPORT options. 
Remember you can also set up 
customised databases from OPL. 
TEXT PROCESSOR: The TEXT 
PROCESSOR is a simple one. It let's 
you configure it for font, tab, wrap, 
show ruler; tabs & spaces, right 
margin (no left margin!). It allows 
you to sort, search & replace. 
Convert upper and lower case, revert, 
Save as, read in text. Cut and paste is 
Macintosh style using your pointer or 
cursor Keys, the key commands are 
Similar too. You can paste multiple 
items from your clipboard (the area 
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ot memory where copied ana cut text 
is stored). One great feature is what 
PSION calls “LINK PASTING” where 
you can select text in one document 
or program and Link Paste it straight 
into another. You can save document 
STYLES to a file that you name such 
as “LET.TPS”. Then any document 
that is loaded with the ~.LET™ 
extension will take on the LET.TPS 
attributes; FONT, RULER etc.. Oh yes 
my favorite command is included 
“UN-ERASE™ using the PSION-Z 
key combo. The TEXT PROCESSOR 
does not allow embedded codes for 
print control. Although it does have 
an option to view all your textina 
easy to see BOLD fashion. 

TERMINAL: The terminal will let 
you configure your baud rates, 
window size etc., it will also let you 
up/download with XMODEM, send 
text, capture incoming text to a file. 
It even has an interesting feature 
that will inform you about the line 
you are connected to. The neatest 
thing about the terminal is that you 
can be downloading a file; and you're 
still able to use the TEXT 
PROCESSOR or any other feature of 
the machine at the same time. You 
may use the Link Paste feature here 
too. 


(Editors note: due to the rather 
lengthy hands-on review that 
Chris Fenn wrote about the 
MC400, the remainder of this 
will be printed in the next 
issue.) 


LEARN 

TO FLY 
T A 747 ON 
YOUR 2068 AT HOME 


That's right folks, now you can fly 
and crash your very own 747 at 
home on your trusty 2066 without 


any harm to hundreds of passengers. 


The program was written by Mr. 
Derek Ashton, a friend of Bob 
Swoger's (editor of the CATUG 
N/L). before Derek left England. The 
747 Flight Simulator never 
became a commercial program. The 
plane flies over 7 different 
airfields in real time. 

If your interested in such a 
program, you can contact Bob 
Swoger at the address listed below 
with suggestions on a fair method of 
repaying Derek for a huge amount of 
work. CATUG believes that this type 
of effort should be encouraged and 
fair ware is the answer. What do you 
think? Let Bob Know. You can write 
him at this address: 

Bob Swoger 

C/0 CATUG N/L 

613 PARKSIDE CIRCLE 
STREAMWOOD, ILL. 60107 

Do it today. We need more 
programs out on the market. Lets 
support those who spend hours doing 
something on their 2068's. After all 
they are the ones who try to keep up 
the name of Sinclair. DON'T LET 
THEM DIE A SHORT LIVED LIFE. 
SUPPORT THE SINCLAIR NAME. 
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MORE USER GROUPS 
FORM NEW SEG’S TO 
KEEP UP WITH TIME 


Even if you don't approve of the 
addition of a PC-SEG, or a different 
type of computer into your user 
group meetings, "WAKE UP AND 
SMELL PROGRESS”. 

The C/CATS Group up in Portland 
has added such a group to their 


membership. The PC-SEG was 
designed for those who have recently 
(or maybe not so recently) come up 
against the world of MS-DOS 

Their first meeting will be held on 
July 13th. The name of the group 
stands for PC-SPECIAL 
EDUCATION GROUP. They will also 
include in the PLOTTER N/L a PC 
PAGE. This will cover anything 
related to the MS-DOS beasts that are 
lurking out there. 

The name that was chosen for the 
group is quite approriate, due to the 
fact that the term SPECIAL 
EDUCATION is used. Every computer 
out there requires some form of 
education to operate. Even Sinclair 
did at one time. Keep up the good 
work C/CATS. Maybe others will 
follow in your footsteps. > 
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WELL, I'LL BE 
SWITCHED !!! 


OY seen R. Hammer 


(ED. NOTE: This article was 
supposed to appear last month, but 
due to space limitations, it did not. 
My deepest apologies, Ralph) 


Do you think I ought to be taken 
out and shot? No doubt, there will be 
those of you who think I should. 

The crime I committed would be a 
shock to a die-hard 
Timex-Sinclairer. | finally went 
the way of Big Blue, yep, I got one of 
‘dem MS-DOS, PC-Compatible, 
computing machines. 

But I suppose there are a few of 
those who were wondering when and 
if I was ever going to “add” on... To 
tell you the truth, I'm glad I did it, as 
it can only serve to enhance my 
abilities. 

I left the world of MS-DOS about 
two years ago when I retired from 
Uncle Sam's Air Force. Back then, 
I was peckin' away on a Zenith 
286-based computer with a 20M 
Hardrive, big stuff for the Squadron I 
was attached to. Its’ primary 
purpose was to do analytical 
procedures and higher command 
reporting, which it did well. 

Then civilian lifestyles came upon 
me, and with resumes’ in hand, went 
searching for a related job. When 
asked if I owned a computer, I 
proudly proclaimed my trusty 


TS-2068, and they would look at me 
with question marks in their eyes, 
and tell me to keep my resumes’ 
updated, which is a kinder way of 
saying, “Call us, we won't call 
you’. 

Well, I'm back at ‘em with a 
vengeance, hopefully. I'll add this to 
my list on my resume, resubmit 
them, and wait. 

Meanwhile, am I relegating that 
2068 toa closet? Heavens’ NO!!! I 
still use it for my Cub Scout business, 
which accounts for over 50% of its’ 
use. And there is the User Group 
association, wonderful programs and 
games and etc that can't be found in 
the PC world. And there is still more 
forthcoming uses too. My one 
daughter has sparked an interest in 
it, so I'll be helping her out from time 
to time. I'll never be too far away 
from the Timex, I know it will always 
be there, ready and able to help me 
out. 

In case some of you are wondering 
what Kind of PC-Compatible I got, 
here it is: Tandy 1000 SX with serial 
mouse Tandy CM-11 RGB monitor 
Bright 1200B modem w/ProComm 
s/w soon to be added printer 
" 20 or 40M Hard Drive 

Give me another six to ten years 
with this one, and then maybe I'll 
move on to something bigger and 
better. I'm quite happy with what I 
have right now. 


THIS 
HAPPENED 
BEFORE ? 


EDITORS DESK 


In its second attempt to tap the 
home computer market, IBM 
announced on the 26th. of June, four 
new models with prices as low as 
$999. and easy-to-use features 
aimed at computer novices. 

The machines are designed for 
people who have some 
knowledge of computers but 
don't want to learn all the 
techinca! terms and concepts 
associated with them (I think I 
heard this before) 

IBM beleives the potential 
audience is hugh, stated Skip 
Gladfelter, marketing manager for 
_ the new line.. "We think there are 
millions of computerest sitting 
on the sidelines 

To reach that market, IBM will be 
selling its porduct in selected 
department stores in the central U.S. 
with a rollout in September of this 
year (is history repeating itself ?). 

The computer line named 
Personal System- I is the 
brainchild of about 50 employees at 
the Lexington, KY. facility who took 
charge of 3,000 interviews as to what 
the computerist would like to see in a 
computer. The results were, 
ease-of-use, low price, sufficent 


computer power to handle 
popular office computer 
software and availablity in a 
non-computer store (hmmm! I 
wonder if Timex ever thought of that 
idea). The PS- 1 line can be set up in 
minutes by plugging itin and 
pushing one button. On screen 
graphics and a hand-held device 
called a mouse allows users to chose 
functions they want to run (Sorry, 
the MC400 already beat ya on that 
one IBM). 

IBM's first attempt was, as you 
remember, the infamous PCjr. which 
turned into a bitter failure a year 
and a half after thier entry to the 
market in 1983. PCjr. was criticized 
for a toylike keyboard, limited 
memory, and too-steep a price 
tag (boy, does that sound familiar). 

The computers are built around 
the Intel Corp.80286 
microprocessor, used in millions of 
office computers. They also use the 
ever-popular DOS operating system, 
making them compatable with 
thousands of programs for home and 
office use. Each machine contains a 
built-in modem and a software 
package from Microsoft Corp. that 
includes a word processor, a 
spreedsheet, a database program and 
a communications program to run the 
modem (Now I know I heard all this 
before). 

In addition, the computers have a 
built-in program that will link up to 
Prodigy, via phone lines, a computer 
service that provides such things a 
home-banking (Is it me, or did any of 
this sound familiar. I wonder?????). 


